Users Served :f Educators, state and local education agencies, parents, administrators, colleges
and universities.

The Organization; Special Education Programs (SEP) is the principal agency for developing
Federal policy, programs, and projects relating to the education and training of handicapped
children (birth-21 years old). SEP provides funds to state education agencies to assist in the
provision of a free appropriate public education for handicapped children. It also deals
with state agencies of education, institutions of higher education, and other public and
private agencies which receive grants and contracts for activities which support the
provision of these services. Local education districts are the prime contact points for
families of handicapped children. SEP has four divisions:

The Division of Innovation and Development (DID), (202) 732-1161, administers research and
model demonstration programs which support the basic service objectives of SEP. Research
activities deal with a broad array of instructional, administrative and policy topics focused
on improving educational opportunities for handicapped individuals. Model demonstration
projects focus on development of innovative and improved services delivery models in four
areas; preschool education, education for school-age children, postsecondary education, and
programs for severely handicapped individuals. Agencies which have developed successful
projects are funded by DID to replicate their models. Model programs are disseminated
through the National Diffusion Network (see separate entry) for projects approved by the
Joint Dissemination Review Panel.

The Division of Personnel Preparation (DPP), (202) 732-1070, administers a grant program
and provides technical assistance to colleges and universities, state education agencies, and
other nonprofit agencies that train special education teachers, administrators, related service
personnel, and parents and volunteers who have a special interest in educating handicapped
children. The Division is responsible for preservice training for regular and special
educators, and new school personnel who interact with handicapped students in the least
restrictive environment appropriate for them,

The Division of Assistance to States (DAS), (202) 732-1014, administers grant programs
under Part B of the Education of the Handicapped Act (EHA-B), as amended by P.L. 94-142,
and Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by P.L. 89-313.
The Division is responsible for: (1) the supervision, review and negotiation of program
plans and applications for EHA-B grants, incentive grants and P.L. 89-313 funds, as well as
the processing and tracking of formal complaints from individuals and organizations; (2)
the continuing development and clarification of policies and regulations governing the
administration of these grant programs and the set-asides under the Vocational Education
Act; and (3) the development, implementation and effectiveness of the SEP's monitoring of
state educational agencies under EHA-B and P.L. 89-313.

The Division of Educational Services (DES), (202) 732-1064, administers grants and contracts
which provide support for research, demonstration, development, evaluation, and
educational technology activities aimed at improving educational programs and services for
handicapped children. The Division is also responsible for the preparation of the Annual
Report to Congress on the progress being made to provide all handicapped children a free
appropriate public education; maintenance of a Federal/state partnership m obtaining an
evaluation of the effectiveness of the Act; and the conduct of Congressional^ mandated
evaluation studies.

Information Services; SEP handles inquiries from state agencies and educators about its own
activities and funding through its four Divisions. DID provides info;mfn^;en^^
funds for research and development projects involving children ages 0-21; DPP provides
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